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fast honors are pald to-day at Bramshott in the
Haslemere district, was one of the founders of
what 18 now one of the greatest publishing
houses In the world. It was in 1839 that

he came up to London to accept & salary
Dan-

of 3200 a year, which his brother,
fel Macmillan, had secured for him In &
bookstore, He was the son of a poor Beotch

farmer on the Ayrshire coast, and had been
struggling 1o make a lving In one way or
another. He had salled before the mast on a voy-
age to Quebec; he had been a salesman in a small
bookshop; he had lved on five shlllings a week:
he had tried to study medicine; and at lust he had
taken charge of a small school at Nitshill near
Palsley. It wea a humble heginning of a business
carser which was destined to be erowned with

honorahle distinction and with Hterary friend-
| publie appetite released Rim from his resporisibi]-

shipa of exceptional Interest.

The two Scoteh brothera took modest lodgings
in Holborn, with a sister at first to keep house for
them, and not long afterward they maved into

a natural and highly cultivated taste for guod
Uterature,
THE PUBLISHER'S RESPONSIBILITY,

Mr. Macmillan wasa not only a man who loved
books and had quick perception and refinement
of taste, but he also had strong convietlona
respecting the moral responslbiliity of a pub-
lisher to the public, He had high ldeals and
never lnst sight of them., A shrewd Scotchman
in his business dealings, he was too high-minded
to publish books solely because they seemed 10
have qualities which would commnand a large
it e, His standards were not lowered from
any mistaken idea that the publisher i3 a
broker, buying anything that the author is not
ashamed to write over his signature, and sell-
ing what the public I8 anxlous to by, He ook
& broad and wholesims view of the publisher's
functlons, and never acted upon the assump-
ton that the morbld or gross requirements of

I ity 1o promote the Interests of good Hterature.

Charterhouse Square, which was not then as dis- |

mal a quarter of London as It Is now. They had
only a moderate education, but it was Beoteh, and
what there was of It was thoroughly mastered.
They were natural booksellers, one with a taste
for theology !nherlted from the father, who, poor
peasant as he was, had loved a stiff Calvinistio
argument; and the other with a strong vent for
poetry and philosophy. To their peasant mother
they owed their !ntellectual force and Nherallty
of thought. Thomas Hughes describes her as
having “a remarkable openness of mind, which
expressed 1tself in such phrases as pule body, he
has nae room In him,' when she heard of overzeal-
ous persons speaking bitterly of opponsntg; or
when, to the seandal of many in Irvine, she statei
that to her thinking such of them as had the gond
fortune to reach hisaven would have 1o put up
with the compeny of many Romanisia”™

Daniel Macmiilan was the leader, owing to his
impetuous rature and superior energy. He pro-
posed enrly In 1843 that they should set up busl-
ness as booksellems on their own aceount; and

when this was done, it was he agaln who, with |

the ald of & timely fonn from Archdeacon Hares,
bought out & book business in Cambridge, where
the foundations of the great publishing trade of
the Macmillans, with their houses in London and
New-York, wera really lald. The success of the
enterprise wae depenlent in s earliest stages
upon the friendship of Hare, Maurlce anil Kings-
ley; and it was Daniel Macmillan who com-
manded the support of these leaders of b ral
theology by his controversial zeal and arde
svmpathy. Hsa was a brilllant and orlginal talk-
er, with an earnestness of manner and force of
character which commanded respect.  He was at
once a bookseller and w missiohary of liberal
Christlanity.

While the older brother was pre-eminently the
gounder of the house, the younger Macmillan dur-
ing the jast forty years has been mainly re-
gponsible for the control and direction of lie fort-
unes, In 1883, the year following the untimely
death of Danlel Maemillan, the new publieationg
of the firm numbered only forty-four. Although
Maurice's works and Charles Kingsley's and
Thomas Hughes's books had been pubiished, the
business was still small and only moderately
profitable. 1t was In that vear that the publica-
tion of books was resumed in London, where the
first volume bearing the Macmillans' imprint, A
R. Craig’s "Philosophy of Training,” had been
{ssued fifteen years before, The Cambridge retall
trade I8 stlll retalned, but since 1863 London has
been the headquarters of the publishing business,
with & branch house in New-York since 1869,
which has been for slx years on an Independent
basjs. The development of the publishing trade
of the house hae besn tha life’'s work of Alexander
AMaemlllan, and it required mercantile enterprise
and Intelligence of a high order.

A STRONG PEHRSONALITY.

The dlstinction of excelling In the numher of
annual publications “the Hterary output’ of any
glmilar house at home or abrond is not one that
needs to be enlargsd upon. What s more in-
teresting and importamt i the strong personality
of this eminent publisher, because it has attracted
the friendship of a distingulshed group of Eng-
lsh writers, Mr. Macmillan was not, perhuaps, as
original & talker a= his impulddve and enthuslastic
Yrother, but he wa# something more than a sym-

pathetie ligtener. His conversation had informing |

qualities and was characterized by breadth of
view and refinement of thoueht., He was inter-

ested in many subjects outglde the range of theo- !

logical controversy——in science, philosophy, pootry
and letters genarally.
man, Few publishers have ever establighed more
dlrect persona) relatlns hetween themeelves and
the authors whoze works they sold, They were
his Intlmate friends, and not only his house, but
his heart as well, was open to them.

Hare, Maurlee, Kingeley and Thomas Hughe-
were primarily hig brother's friends, but they
wore his also,
guest at his table, and thelr relatlons were infl-
mate, Lord Tennyson did not have the reputa-
tion of making many close friends, but Alexander
Macmillan was one of them. Brameshott Chase
was within driving distance of Lord Tennyson's
t.ome, and publisher and poet saw much of each
other. Lard Tennyeon enjoyed reading his postry
1o so appreclative a llstener, and would recite It
with hiz peculiar Intonation, pavsing once in a
while to exclaim unde: his breath, “That s a fine

line!

at Mr. Macemillan's house, and were among his
closest frienda, John Bright was always &
welcome guest there. It was from him and from
Thomas Hughes that Mr. Maecmillan took fire
during the American Civil War, when the sym-
pathies of the upper and educated classes were
enlisted agalnst the North, The publisher was
as strong a partisan of the anti-slavery cause
as his two fmpetuous friends. Ordinarlly tem-
perate and conciliatory in conversation, he could
thardly malntain self-restraint when any dls-
putant undertook in those days to ridlcule or
condemn the Unlon cause, He made a journey to
America after the war, golng as far as Chlcago,
and opened the wauy for the estahlishment of a
branch house In New-York., His relatlong with
Amerlcans were always cordlal, but never so in-
tlmate as with his own countrymen. Lowell he
knew, but as an acquaintance rather than ne
e friend. Henry James, whose books he pub-
lished, was sometimes seen at his house.
THE FRIEND OF HUXLEY,

One of Mr. Macmillan's most trusted and con-
fidential friends was Professor Huxley, who was
often his guest. It is sometimes sald that a
literary agent {8 necessary, because an author,

He was n broad-minded |

Matthew Arnold was a frequent |

|
The historians, Freeman and Green, weras often |

when he Is a personal friend of his publisher, 1

will shrink from dlscussing business details with
him, and will inevitably make a bad bargain for
himself. The relations between Professor Huxley

and his publisher were never stralned by busi-
ness matters. The author had Impliclt eonfidenca
in Mr. Macmillan, and never entertained a sus-
picion that full justice would not be done. The
publisher, cn the other hand, owing to his strong
personal friendship for Professor Huxley, was
always anxious to favor him In every possible
way, and to muke arrangements for the publica-
tlon of his books on the best terms for the
writer. They were unsuspecting frienda, and
‘10 broker was needed in the transaction of thelr
Lusiness.
Llewelyn Davies, Aldls Wright, Henry Faw-
gett, Sir George Grove, F. Palgrave, David
‘Masson, James Bryes, Dr. Vaughan, Archbishop
Trench and Canon Alnger may also be mefdtioned
mﬂu his intimate friends who were often at
 house; and among women, Mrs. Cralk, Mrs.
Oliphant and Mlss Yonge. Mr. Gladstone was
also & frequent guest ﬂurlnf earller years, be-
fore public cares had multiplied and absorbed
=wm; and a most cordinl feeling existed
i him and Mr. Macmillan. Until recent
!years, when the latter's health falled and com-
his withdrawal not only from actlve busi-
but alse from soclal life, he had malntained

Assoctation with a publlsher who had so true |

a aense of the dgnity of kis calllng was an
henor highly prized.  Authors of distinction
not only admired his acute husiness Judgment,
his fine taste, his genmerous nature and his
amlable personal qualities, but they were proud
to ha numbered among his friends,

Indeed, the example of the two Scotchmen,
who, without the early advantages of educa-
tion, and with thelr peasant mother's keen,
practical Intelllgence ps thelr main resource,
contrived between them to establish a great
business and to rally arcund them the best
Merary workmen of their time, Is one of the
noblest  traditlons of the publishing world
They succeeded because from the outset they
took & high view of thelr voration.  Alexander
Maemillan, who has been buried to-day at the
close of a long and honorable 1fe, had been
as loyal to his convietlons and as true In his
gympathles as the earnest, impetuoys hrother,
who, when he wus a shopman carning $400 a yenr,

reoute] tre idea that he waa merely working |

for bread, but proclaimed himeelf a teacher and
a prophes, ministering to the well-being of men
and alding his great Taskmaster in reducing
the world to order, beauty and harmony,

I. N, F.
=

Afteh euriosity hae heen expreesad sinee the death
of Mr. Houghton econcerniiig the plans for
future of the firm of which he was the
head, Tv = ploa=ant to diseover that lts alms= ha
not ohanged: that 1t will maintaln its reputation for
chorlahime the best natlve Htecature, abd that all
the distinetion and refinement of workmanship
that have distinguished the books made at
Riverside Press will be preserved and inereased in
the booke that are to come.

Among the works promised for the sprine
Houghton, Miflin & Co. are several uncommonly
weleome bographies. In the twa valum
Life and Lettars of Oliver Wendell Holmes" Jolin
T, Morse has presented a delightful pleture of a
minn who was nteresting In eversy re nnd
phase of his life. A second bograph that of
Bayard Taylor, which is to be contributed to the
Ameriean Men of Lettors series by A. H. Smyth
The forthcoming volume on Willlam H. Beward in
the Amerlcan Statesmen serics 18 the work of
Thornton K. Lothrap. “The Lifa-of Thomas Huteh-
Inson,'” in the sar series, has bheen writton by
Dr. J. K. Hosmer: and in this volume, we under-
stand, the rovali=st Governor recejves the Jong-
delayed credit due to his character and high caguici-
tiea. A new blography of Joan of Are has been pro-
pared by Francis C. Lowell, who has mads n par-
tleularly eareful review of her trial  "The Life
and Letters of Elias Boudinot." wedited by J. 1L
Boudinot, will contain many documents bearing on
the history of revolutionary times, The additions
mada to his work on the “History of 'russin®™ by
Profesgor Tuttle, of Cornell University, Just before
his death, treating of the early part of the Beven

b
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Years” War, are (o be published, with a blographical
sketeh, by Professor Herbert B Adams  Among

the books of tietion announced nre "“Tom G
by F. Hopkinson Smith: “The Supply t
Agatha's," by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, and M. F
J. Sttmson's “Plrate Gold" A volume of sermons
and addresses by Blshop Willinm Lawren:
be fesued under the title of “Visions nod Berviee';
Dir. E. Winchester Donald’s lectures
Lowell Institute last winter on ““Thoe Expanst
Relizion" will appenr In book form, and a ser
eazayvs on “Moral Evolution” has been written by

0 I8 1o

the

e tfare

s of

Iir. George Harris, of Andover. ““The Complets
Works of Hobert Durns™ edited by Willlam E
Yienley and ‘B F. Henderson, in four oot viil-

umes, 18 1o be dssuced in o Hmited editton, The Hst
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of travels includes w new book by Lafeadio Hearn, |

called “Kakoro™; “Quuaint Nantucker,' by William
Root Bliss; “Bpring Notes from Tennge * by
Hradford Torrey, and Howland E. Robinson's “In
New-England Flelds and Woods ™  Mrs, Olive
Thorpe Miller hns written for ehifldren wn account
of varfous sorts of monkeys, with the title, “Four-
Handed Folk,” and the ninth volume of Professor
Bargent's splendid work on “The Silva of North
America™ is nearly ready for publication,
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